the Firstfruits Rapture.  Please note the very important distinction between those who have just arrived in heaven with white robes out of Great Tribulation and the “four beasts” (i.e., four living creatures) and the elders. The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders have been in heaven since the very beginning of the Tribulation period. This is not true for the majority who have just arrived in heaven with white robes—there is no mention of thrones for these newly arrived Christians.  

Tom Finley’s observations regarding the coming Kingdom are worth reviewing:

“Many may be curious to know more details. Will those believers who enter the Kingdom reign in heaven over the earth or upon the earth? Some teachers believe that the overcoming saints will reign over the earth from the New Jerusalem (termed the "Kingdom of the Heavens"), while the saved remnant of Israel and the approved surviving Gentiles will be on the earth (Matt. 25: 32-34). Other teachers see it differently. 

I am not sure of these details and I will leave them for others to explore. My burden is simply to show that there is a participation in the coming glorious Kingdom that can be gained or lost by the believer. And, regardless of whether the overcoming saints are in an earthly or a heavenly part of the Kingdom, the primary aspect of this rewarding experience will be the same. The chief characteristic of the Kingdom reward for the overcomers will be the experience of the fullness of God’s life. 

Therefore, this Kingdom holds immense value and purpose for every child of God. It is the prize for which Paul ran with self-control (1 Cor. 9:24-27). It is the prize toward which he pressed (Phil. 3:14). It is also the great Sabbath rest which we must enter through diligence (Heb. 4:9,11). The great prospect of entering the Kingdom, then, should capture the attention of every believer. Our eyes should be fixed on this goal. Our daily living and our service to God should all be directed and restricted by our view of the coming judgment and the coming Kingdom. Indeed, it was these very matters that governed Paul’s final charge to Timothy in the last chapter of his inspired writings (2 Tim. 4:1). May we take heed and watch ourselves, so that we may be counted "worthy of the kingdom" (2 Thess. 1:5).”
Being cast into outer darkness is a definite possibility for those Christians who are not truly seeking the Kingdom.  May this short pamphlet awaken those believers who have been too caught up with the cares of this world.  The opportunity of ruling and reigning with Christ is still available:
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” .(Matthew 6:33)
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Outer Darkness vs. the Kingdom
by Lyn Mize & Jim Harman
Outer darkness is a very misunderstood concept in the Bible. Many have equated “outer darkness” with hell, purgatory, and even some place of punishment for a thousand years. Outer darkness is not hell, purgatory nor a place of punishment for a certain period of time, although there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth” for those who are relegated to this position. Outer darkness is not a place, but a position outside of the kingdom.   

Being cast into outer darkness is the exact opposite of entering the kingdom. Since the kingdom is not a place, outer darkness is also not a place. The word “kingdom” literally means king’s dominion, and it refers to an important position of authority. Therefore, “enter the kingdom” means to enter into the king’s dominion, or to enter into an important position of authority in the king’s government. Therefore, to be cast into outer darkness means to fail to enter into the kingdom. In a modern day worldly situation, it would be equivalent to an individual seeking a commission in the United States Army, but failing to qualify and being relegated to the ranks of the enlisted. I am belaboring the point here to emphasize that the kingdom of heaven is analogous to Government Service, and IT IS NOT A PLACE, BUT A POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTHORITY.   

All Christians will enter into heaven with new bodies at either the Firstfruits Rapture or the Main Harvest Rapture, but ALL CHRISTIANS WILL NOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. Many will be disqualified and become “castaways”. Even Paul feared this as described in:   

 “…when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”  (I Corin. 9:26-27)
Since the kingdom of heaven is not a place, and since outer darkness is the opposite of the kingdom of heaven, it should be clear that OUTER DARKNESS IS NOT A PLACE EITHER. To be cast into outer darkness is to fail to enter into the kingdom.   

The majority of Christians today assume that they will reign and rule with Christ in His coming kingdom regardless of how they have lived their lives. They equate entering the kingdom with going to heaven, and being cast into outer darkness as being cast into hell. Numerous Christians are going to be cast into outer darkness, and there will be tremendous sorrow and distress when this event takes place. It is analogous to a person going to the White House with the idea of being the Director of the FBI, but finding out when he arrives that he will be mowing the grass on the lawn. There is going to be weeping and gnashing of teeth by many Christians when they arrive in heaven and discover that they are going to be sweeping up gold dust in the streets. (NOTE: This is a tongue-in-cheek expression that Dr. M. R. DeHaan once used as an attempt to distinguish between those who do not enter the kingdom from those who do.   

Outer Darkness for Church Members  

“Outer Darkness” is an idiom used 3 times in the Scriptures.  An idiom is a form of expression that can not be understood from the individual meanings of its elements, as in “keep tabs on.” To understand an idiom we must go to the context in which it is used to understand the meaning.  The first use of outer darkness was to Jews who failed to enter the heavenly aspect of the kingdom (Matthew 8:5-13). The second use of outer darkness was to Gentiles saved in the tribulation period who fail to enter into the earthly aspect of the kingdom (Matthew 22:1-14). We will now look at the third use of outer darkness, which pertains to members of the Church who fail to enter into the heavenly aspect of the kingdom—even after going through the Tribulation period.   

Please read Matthew 25:14-30 along with my exegetical discourse on The Olivet Discourse of the above passage of Scripture found at: www.ffruits.org   Briefly, the above passage pertains to those in the Church who are left behind in the Firstfruits Rapture to go through 42 months of tribulation. All three servants are Christians who are separated (i.e., cut asunder) at the Firstfruits Rapture. Two out of three servants in this parable of the talents become faithful and receive their reward, but the 3rd one does not become faithful, and he loses his reward. Christians who aren’t faithful in this life lose their positions and don’t enter into the kingdom of heaven. They are cast into outer darkness. Outer darkness lasts for the 1,000 years, but it’s not a place separate & apart from heaven, for the simple reason that it’s not a place.  

Outer darkness is not punishment for sin, but it is the loss of reward. It does result in shame for the individual and strong rebuke from the Lord Jesus Christ. It does result in weeping and gnashing of teeth by Christians who lose their inheritance, but it is not banishment from heaven for the thousand years. It is the failure to rule with Jesus Christ for the millennium.  

All Christians will dwell in heaven for the millennium and forever. Their dwelling place in heaven will be the New Jerusalem, which is the heavenly city of God, prepared by Jesus Christ for his Church. There will definitely be levels of intimacy with Jesus Christ, and levels of authority in the New Jerusalem, but the whole Church will be there forever.  

It is true that all Christians must stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ to be judged for their works. Many will lose their reward and be severely chastised for their lives, but all will be cleansed and purified and will dwell in the New Jerusalem. Revelation 7:9-17 addresses the Main Harvest Rapture of the Church, which will include faithful and unfaithful Christians. Please note that in this account of Revelation 7, there is no mention of ruling with the Lord Jesus Christ, but the whole Church is before the throne of God praising and worshipping God.  

It is very important to see that this additional group of Christians in heaven around the throne came out of Great Tribulation, have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the lamb.  At  the  Main  Harvest 

Rapture of the Church, all Christians  will  be
totally cleansed and purified  by the Lamb of
God—even  though   they  will  have  missed









