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Sign of Christ’s Coming 
 

April 8, 1997 

 
Comet Hale-Bopp Over New York City  

Credit and Copyright: J. Sivo  
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/ap970408.html  

“What’s that point of light above the World Trade Center? It’s 
Comet Hale-Bopp! Both faster than a speeding bullet and able 
to “leap” tall buildings in its single orbit, Comet Hale-Bopp is 
also bright enough to be seen even over the glowing lights of 
one of the world’s premier cities. In the foreground lies the East 
River, while much of New York City’s Lower Manhattan can 
be seen between the river and the comet.”  
 

 
 

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of 
the Son of Man.  (Matthew 24:37 – NIV) 
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These words from our wonderful Lord have several applications 
about the Tribulation period that is about to ensnare this world.  
 
Seas Lifted Up 
Throughout the Old Testament, the time of the coming 
Tribulation period is described as the time when the “seas have 
lifted up,” and also as coming in as a “flood” (please see 
Jeremiah 51:42, Hosea 5:10, Daniel 11:40 and Psalm 93:3-4 for 
just a few examples). 
 
This is a direct parallel to the time of Noah when the Great 
Flood of water came to wipe out every living creature except for 
righteous Noah and his family, and the pairs of animals God 
spared. While God said He would never flood the earth again 
with water, the coming Judgement will be by fire (II Peter 
3:10). The book of Revelation shows that approximately three 
billion people will perish in the terrible time that lies ahead (see 
Revelation 6:8 and 9:15). 
 
2 Witnesses 
A guiding principle of God is to establish a matter based upon 
the witness of two or more: 
 

…a matter must be established by the testimony of two 
or three witnesses (Deuteronomy 19:15 – NIV) 

 
In 1994, God was able to get the attention of mankind when 
Comet Shoemaker-Levy crashed into Jupiter on the 9th of Av 
(on the Jewish calendar).  Interestingly, this Comet was named 
after the “two” witnesses who first discovered it. 
 
In 1995, “two” more astronomers also discovered another 
comet.  It was called Comet Hale-Bopp, and it reached its 
closest approach to planet Earth on March 23, 1997.  It has been 
labeled as the most widely viewed comet in the history of 
mankind. 
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Scientists have determined that Comet Hale-Bopp’s orbit 
brought it to our solar system 4,465 years ago (see Notes 1 and 
2 below).  In other words, the comet made its appearance near 
Earth in 1997 and also in 2468 BC.  Remarkably, this comet 
preceded the Great Flood by 120 years! God warned Noah of 
this in Genesis 6:3:  
 

My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is 
indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and 
twenty years. 

 

Days of Noah 
What does all of this have to do with the Lord’s return?  Noah 
was born around 2948 BC, and Genesis 7:11, tells us that the 
Flood took place when Noah was 600, or in 2348 BC. 
 

Remember, our Lord told us:  “As it was in the days of Noah, 
so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
(Matthew 24:37 – NIV) 
 

In the original Greek, it is saying: “exactly like” it was, so it 
will be when He comes (see Strong’s #5618). 
 

During the days of Noah, Comet Hale-Bopp arrived on the 
scene as a harbinger of the Great Flood.  Just as this same comet 
appeared before the Flood, could its arrival again in 1997 be a 
sign that God’s final Judgement, also known as the time of 
Jacob’s Trouble, is about to begin? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 Noah     Comet      Great     Comet    Jacob’s 
 Born     Appears    Flood    Appears Trouble 
 

                       120 Years 
                      
 2948BC     2468BC   2348BC   1997 AD       ? 

                        
                            4,465 Years  
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Comet Hale-Bopp’s arrived 120 years before the Flood as a 
warning to mankind. Only righteous Noah heeded God’s 
warning and built the ark, as God instructed. By faith, Noah was 
obedient to God and, as a result, saved himself and his family 
from destruction. 
 

Remember, Jesus told us His return would be preceded by great 
heavenly signs: “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, 
with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring…”  (Luke 21:25) 
  
Just as this large comet appeared as a 120-year warning to 
Noah, its arrival in 1997 tells us that Jesus is getting ready to 
return again.  Is this the “Sign” Jesus referred to? 

 

Sign of Christ’s Coming 
The first question had to do with events that were fulfilled in 70 
AD.  The third question has to do with the future time at the 
very end of the age. 
 
The second question, however, has to do with the time of 
Christ’s second coming.  Jesus answered this second question in 
His description of the days of Noah found in Matthew 24:33-39: 
 

(33) So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors. (34) Verily I say 
unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these 
things be fulfilled. (35)  Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away. (36)   But of  
that  day  and  hour knoweth  no man, no,  not  the  
angels  of  heaven,  but  my Father only. (37)  But as the 
days of Noe were,  so  shall  also the coming of the Son 

Jesus was asked 3 questions by the disciples:  
“Tell us, (1) when shall these things be” (the destruction of 
the city of Jerusalem),  “ and   (2) what shall be the sign of 
thy coming, and (3) of the end of the world?” (Matthew 24:3) 
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of man be. (38)For as in the days that were before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into 
the ark, (39) And knew not until the flood came, and took 
them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. 

 

Jesus is telling us that the sign of His coming will be as it was 
during the days of Noah.  As Comet Hale-Bopp was a sign to 
the people in Noah’s day, its arrival in 1997 is a sign that Jesus 
is coming back again soon.  Comet Hale-Bopp could be the 
very sign Jesus was referring to, which would announce His 
return for His faithful. 
 

Remember, Jesus said, “exactly as it was in the days of Noah, 
so will it be when He returns.”  The appearance of Comet Hale-
Bopp in 1997 is a strong indication that the Tribulation period is 
about to begin, but before then, Jesus is coming for His bride! 
  

Keep looking up! Jesus is coming again very soon!  
As Noah prepared for the destruction God warned him about 
120 years before the Flood, Jesus has given mankind a final 
warning that the Tribulation period is about to begin.  The 
horrible destruction on 9/11 is only a precursor of what is about 
to take place on planet Earth.  We need to be wise like Noah 
and prepare.  Always remember our Lord’s instructions: 

 

           Watch and Pray 
(34)And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares. (35) For as a snare shall 
it come on all them that dwell on the face of the 
whole earth.(36)Watch ye therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man (Luke 21:34-36).  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Footnotes to Appendix D 
(1) The original orbit of Comet Hale-Bopp was calculated to be 

approximately 265 years by engineer George Sanctuary in his 
article, Three Craters In Israel, published on 3/31/01 found in 
the Supplemental Articles at www.ProphecyCountdown.com    
 Comet Hale-Bopp’s orbit around the time of the Flood 

changed from 265 years to about 4,200 years. Because the plane of the 
comet's orbit is perpendicular to the earth's orbital plane (ecliptic), Mr. 
Sanctuary noted: “A negative time increment was used for this 
simulation…to back the comet away from the earth…. past Jupiter… 
and then out of the solar system. The simulation suggests that the past-
past orbit had a very eccentric orbit with a period of only 265 years. 
When the comet passed Jupiter (around 2203BC) its orbit was deflected 
upward, coming down near the earth 15 months later with the comet's 
period changed from 265 years to about (4,200) years.” (added text for 
clarity) 

(2) Don Yeomans, with NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, made 
the following observations regarding the comet’s orbit: “By 
integrating the above orbit forward and backward in time until 
the comet leaves the planetary system and then referring the 
osculating orbital elements…the following orbital periods 
result:  Original orbital period before entering planetary system    

             = 4200 years. Future orbital period after exiting the   
             planetary system = 2380 years.”     
             This analysis can be found at:  
              http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/comet/ephemjpl6.html  

Based upon the above two calculations we have the following: 
 265 (a) + 4,200 (b) = 4,465 Years 
 1997 AD – 4,465 Years = 2468 BC =  Hale Bopp arrived 
(a) Orbit period calculated by George Sanctuary before deflection 

around 2203 BC.  
(b) Orbit period calculated by Don Yeomans after 1997 visit. 

 
  
 
     

 

Tract Included In Appendix D 
This tract was written in 1997 when Comet Hale-Bopp entered 
our solar system. In 2027 it will be the 30th Anniversary of its last 
appearance. Bullinger wrote, “30, being 3x10 denotes in a higher 
degree the perfection of Divine order, as marking the right 
moment. Christ was thirty years of age at the commencement of 
His ministry. David was also 30 when he began to reign.” 
(Bullinger, p. 265). Was Comet Hale-Bopp giving us a sign that 
the bride of Christ is about to begin her reign very soon? NOT 
setting a date, just sounding the alarm (please see Ezekiel 33:2-6). 
 

http://www.prophecycountdown.com/
http://www2.jpl.nasa.gov/comet/ephemjpl6.html
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