 Brief Summary

Briefly stated, the “kingdom of heaven” is simply the theocratic government that God will set up on the earth with Jesus Christ as king. The kingdom of heaven is future, and will be established at the return of Jesus Christ in power and glory at the end of the tribulation period. It is the kingdom that we pray for when we pray in the Lord’s prayer “Thy kingdom come! Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

The above overview of the various aspects of the Kingdom should help the Christian better understand this important subject.  To learn more, the reader is encouraged to read our new book entitled: The Kingdom that is available for FREE as a PDF file:

www.ProphecyCountdown.com
Due to erroneous teaching and lack of knowledge of the truth, many Christians will be excluded from ruling and reigning with Christ:

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee…” (Hosea 4:6)

The whole purpose of this new book is to help Christians understand what seeking the kingdom of God is all about and thereby help them be among the chosen few who will be able to enter into the coming Kingdom and rule and reign with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom.
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“Seek first the Kingdom…”
             (Adapted from Tract by Lyn Mize)

“Watch, ye therefore, and pray always that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass...”(Luke 21:36)
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Aspects of The Kingdom

There is much confusion in the Church today about the subject of the Kingdom.  Many believe “Heaven” and the “Kingdom of Heaven” are synonymous, however, with a closer look at the Scripture, it can be shown that there are various distinctions that need to be recognized.  There are several aspects of the Kingdom that need to be understood in order to have a proper comprehension of what the Kingdom is all about.  The following is a brief excerpt from a Tract prepared by Lyn Mize:

“Heaven and the kingdom of heaven are not the same in the Scriptures, contrary to popular belief and teaching. Heaven is a place, but the kingdom of heaven refers to the royal power, kingship, dominion or rule over the earth from the heavens. The word “kingdom” literally means king’s dominion, so it refers to the rule of the heavens over the earth.

Satan is currently the god of this earth and exercises dominion over the earth from the first heaven. That condition is going to change shortly when Jesus Christ secures the title deed (i.e., the seven-sealed scroll) to the earth, and redeems the earth from Satan’s control. Daniel addresses this event in the following verse:

(Dan 2:44 KJV)  And in the days of these kings (i.e., the Ten-Horned Beast) shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
The kingdom of heaven was originally the inheritance of the Jews, but they lost this inheritance because of their unfaithfulness. This is confirmed in the following Scripture:

(Mat 21:42-43 KJV)  (42) Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes? (43) Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.
The kingdom of heaven was taken from the Jews because of unfaithfulness, and it was given to the Church. If the Jews lost their inheritance in the kingdom of heaven because of unfaithfulness, then certainly Christians can also lose their inheritance in the kingdom of heaven. This is confirmed in the following Scripture passage:

(Rom 11:18-21 KJV)  (18) Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. (19) Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. (20) Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: (21) For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee.

Kingdom of God vs. Kingdom of Heaven

The phrase kingdom of God is used in a broader sense than the kingdom of heaven. There are three aspects to the kingdom of God that correspond to the three aspects of God. The first aspect is the kingdom of God the Father and refers to the reign and rule of God over everything. This includes God the Father’s reign over every molecule in the universe. The second aspect is the kingdom of God the Holy Spirit, and this aspect refers to the reign and rule of the Holy Spirit over the lives of believers, as they yield to his control. The third aspect of the kingdom of God is the kingdom of God the Son, and refers to the coming kingdom of Jesus Christ. This is the kingdom that Christians pray for in the Lord’s prayer. The kingdom of God the Son is often referred to in the Scriptures as the kingdom of heaven. Consequently, the kingdom of God the Son and the kingdom of heaven are the same.

The kingdom of heaven also has three aspects that must be understood to understand the prophetic Word of God. The first aspect is called the mystery aspect of the kingdom of heaven. The mystery aspect of the kingdom of heaven is currently in process and it refers to the Church Age in which Christians are qualifying for positions in the future kingdom of heaven. The seven parables of the kingdom pertain to the mystery aspect of the kingdom.

The second aspect of the kingdom of heaven is the heavenly aspect, and it pertains to those in the Church that qualify to reign and rule with Christ in the coming kingdom. Many Christians will fail to realize their inheritance in this aspect of the kingdom of heaven.

The third aspect of the kingdom of heaven is the earthly aspect. This aspect pertains to those Jews and Gentiles saved outside of the Church Age who qualify for positions in the earthly aspect of the kingdom of heaven. The earthly aspect is referred to in the sheep and goat judgment in Matthew 25 and it is simply referred to as “the kingdom”. In the earthly aspect Jews and Gentiles will reign and rule upon the earth in bodies of flesh and blood during the millennial kingdom.

The important point to remember about the kingdom of heaven is that it NEVER REFERS TO THE PLACE CALLED HEAVEN.

The word kingdom comes from the phrase “king’s dominion”, and refers to the reign and rule of a king over his subjects. A simple way to understand the phrase “kingdom of heaven” is to substitute the word “government” in place of “kingdom’. 

The phrase "enter the kingdom" literally means to enter into the king's dominion, and it does not mean to enter into heaven. All Christians will enter into heaven, but not all Christians will "enter the kingdom", since entrance into this aspect of the kingdom is a privilege granted only to those believers who have earned rewards. Those believers who lose their rewards will forfeit this privilege.
