or even penal consequences – the argument is cumulative, and overwhelming in its accumulation.

11.  Because large sections of the Church of God are purged, and can only be purged, by seeing the drastic consequences of a carnal life; and because , for want of a frank and fearless statement of these consequences, multitudes of disciples are now wrapt in profound slumber.

12.  Because it purges every motive with the awful vision of the Judgment Seat of Christ, and supplies an incentive second only to the love in its motive power for alienating the disciple from the world and filling him with a passion for the Kingdom of God; and because it is the golden possibility for every child of God to share Messiah’s Throne”.
Panton’s analysis that the “prize” represents the Believer’s entry into the Kingdom and his Rule and Reign with Jesus Christ should motivate all Christians to examine their walk with the Lord.  Our Salvation is a free gift provided by God’s grace, however, our Rewards represent God’s recompense for our faithfulness. 

All Christians want to hear the Lord tell them: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant…” but many may be given a rebuke by Jesus and have “shame at His coming” (I John 2:28).  This should motivate everyone to live their life pleasing to the Lord as they, “run in such a way as to get the prize” 
                                     (I Corinthians 9:24)

    The Judgment Seat of Christ
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“And take heed to yourselves…for as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.   Watch, ye therefore, and pray always that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass & stand before the Son of man.” (Luke 21:35-36)
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The Judgment Seat of Christ

 “Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. {10} For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. {11} Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men...”

                                            (II Cor. 5:9-11)

One of the greatest incentives for Christians to live godly lives is a knowledge and understanding of the Judgment Seat of Christ. The Judgment Seat of Christ is probably one of the least understood topics in Scripture. Numerous Christians have the vague idea that they will appear at this judgment in order to determine if they have been saved. The very popular traditional understanding about this judgment has Jesus asking someone why He should allow him into heaven. The supposedly correct answer is because the person has received Jesus Christ. This traditional teaching is not accurate, since everyone that appears at this judgment has believed in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Every Christian’s spirit salvation will have already been determined, or he would not be at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

The Judgment Seat of Christ is a judgment of the works of each believer to determine the rewards that each one will receive.
Since every Christian will appear before this Judgment Seat, it is imperative for all believers to live their life with this in mind.

D.M. Panton’s excellent book:  “The Judgment Seat of Christ” discusses this subject in great detail.  Beginning on page 57, he discusses what he believes Paul was referring to in I Corinthians 9:24 regarding the “prize” all Christians should be striving for.  He believes this “prize” represents the “Kingdom” and the believer’s qualification to Rule and Reign with Christ:  

The Prize of Our Calling

“We are now in the position to summarize our conclusions concerning entry into the Millennial Kingdom.  Is the Kingdom – as well as rank in it – the Prize for which the Christian is to run, and which may be forfeited, unless a standard of holiness be attained known only to God?  It is so –

1. Because our Lord states in the Gospels,   the Holy Spirit repeats it in nearly every Epistle, it is the basis of the promises and threats to the Seven Churches, and it is foretold as and actual experience in the prophecies of the Apocalypse.

2.  Because the Types of the Old Testament, largely an unquarried mine, strikingly corroborate it, thus confirming our understanding of the literal passages of the New Testament, and weaving all into an exquisite mosaic of revelation.

3.  Because the Age to Come – as distinct from the Eternal State, which is based on grace alone (Rev. 20:15) is revealed as “one last day of a thousand years, a full and perfect judicial aeon,” in which all seed sown in this Age reaps its exactly corresponding harvest, and to which all adverse consequences of works done after faith are confined.

4.  Because it safeguards the infinite merits of our Lord’s imputed righteousness and divine sacrifice by establishing the spotless and eternal standing of every believer in Him while it also safeguards human responsibility and divine justice by making every believer accountable for his walk, under pain of possible forfeiture of coming glory.

5.  Because – since God’s dealings with His people must always rest on the character of God, and God’s character is not mercy only, but justice also – it is inconceivable that a disciple’s life, if unholy, should have no profounder effect on his destiny than mere gradation in glory.

6.  Because, if we acknowledge any judgment of a believer’s works at all, and that before a tribunal which is a judgment seat and not a mercy seat, we are thereby compelled to acknowledge, further, that the investigation must be strictly judicial, and that it will therefore be as exactly graded in censure as it is in praise.

7.  Because it vindicates the holiness and justice of God from the charge of compounding with His people’s sins, and makes the highest glory given by God to rest only on the active righteousness of the disciple co-operating, consistently and ceaselessly, with the imputed righteousness of his Lord, - obedience being the only proof of love.

8.  Because it is the supreme reconciliation between Paul and James – that is, between justification through faith unto Eternal Life and justification through works unto Millennial Reward; for into and Everlasting Kingdom, which is granted as a gift, and abundant entrance can only be a prior one, and it is built upon a sevenfold foundation of works (II Peter 1:5-11)

   (1) Before works: Rom. 4:10, Gen. 15:6

   (2) After works: James 2:21, Gen. 22:16

9.  Because it is perhaps as near an approximation as has yet been reached to a solution of the perennial controversy between the Calvinist and the Arminian: for it establishes all the passages of glorious certainty, while it leaves ample scope for the most solemn warnings: it takes both sets of Scripture as it finds them.

10.  Because it gives the natural and unforced interpretation to the facts of Church life, as it does also to the simple statements of Holy Writ, and reveals how exactly the one squares with the other, both in present character and in just recompense; and whether as selective rapture, or exclusive resurrection, or forfeiture of crowns, or failure of the prize, or conflagration of works, or limited coheirship 

